
A Classic Hasidic Tale

The great Chassidic Master, Rabbi Simcha Bunim of Peshischa, related the parable
about a chassid from Cracow, Poland named Reb Eizik who had the same dream
every night for a week straight. He dreamed that if he traveled to the city of Prague
and dug next to the bridge adjacent to the king’s palace, he would find a priceless
treasure. Reb Eizik was so intrigued by the repeated dream that he decided to
undertake the journey to dig next to the bridge in Prague.

When he arrived there he was dismayed to see that the bridge was carefully guarded
by the king’s soldiers. There was no way they would allow him to dig anywhere in
the vicinity of the bridge. Reb Eizik stayed in a nearby inn overnight and came back
the next day to see if there was any lapse in the soldier’s shifts when he might be able
to quickly dig. But the next day proved no better and Reb Eizik could do nothing
more than wander aimlessly near the bridge and contemplate what he would do with
the treasure.

After a few days of wandering near the bridge, one of the soldiers demanded to know
what he was doing there. Reb Eizik decided to tell the soldier the truth. The soldier
burst out laughing. “You silly Jew, are you so naïve to believe in dreams? Why, just
last night I had a dream that if I traveled to Cracow and found a Jew there named
Eizik, and I dug underneath the oven in his house, I would find a priceless treasure.
Do you think I am going to run to Cracow to dig under his oven, because of a silly
dream?!”

Reb Eizik was stunned! He had come all the way to Prague to find out that the
treasure he was seeking was in his own home. He immediately returned home and
dug underneath his oven. Sure enough, he found an incredible treasure buried there.
Reb Eizik became instantly wealthy. He used a portion of the money to build the
famous, “Eizik Shul” in Krakow.

Rabbi Simcha Bunim noted that people are constantly looking for all sorts of
treasures. Some people search for meaning, some people search for blessing, and
some people search for G-d. They travel to foreign countries and to remote places,
to seek counsel or to discover some novel ‘truth.’ But, when all is said and done, the
greatest treasure lies in his own backyard. Every person himself holds the key to the
greatest blessings and accomplishments if he only recognizes his potential and
ability. As the verse states, “It is not in heaven . . . Nor is it beyond the seas . . . For
it is very close to you; in your heart and in your mouth to accomplish it.”

—a classic Hasidic tale of a quest for treasure told in many different versions;
this version is by Rabbi Doniel Staum, New Hempstead, New York, as
presented on the Official Home of Stam Torah website


